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‘@i@ﬁ@(mm ﬁk%? What Constitutes a Theoretical Contribution?

dJb B 2
H 5L FI:%\

SCEEBHE TS TR R &, Rl A B U g B
WK, Whetten {EN Academy of Management Review )2t
B B DTRR I T AP

Background Information:The article discusses the constituents
of a theoretical contribution, particularly in the field of management
theory development. Whetten, as the editor of the "Academy of
Management Review," attempts to simplify the communication and

understanding of theoretical contributions.
LI
SCREARD] TS AR BUE 2, , Al — e 5T
BRI, AR & Freact PR Fh N 2 R B 3
Research Questions:The article explores what the building

blocks of theory development are, how to judge the validity of a

theoretical contribution, and what factors should be considered in

the process of theory development.
HRE L
SNSRI A S U AR 2R At
(What) . <z (How) . By (Why ) VMR SIS
( Who, Where, When ) o :XM 82 L [FIRG Bl 1 PG IO A AR
Research Conclusions:The article concludes that a complete

theory must contain four essential elements. variables (What),

relationships (How), rationale (Why), and boundary conditions
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(Who, Where, When). These elements together form the description

and explanation of a theory.
HARBIE ST 5 Bk
SCEESR T T SCRERIRIN TG 7k, ah G R E gt ea s, 1
e A R AUHE QR AE o
Specific Research Method:The article uses a literature review

method, combined with the author's experience as an editor, to

propose a framework and criteria for theory development.
LG/ ERTBYN
SCRERCA TR E SRS, T 0 A ST Y
T o
Data Description:The article does not use a specific dataset but

is based on the analysis of existing literature and theories.
iR
SCEEREH NSRRI, SR N IZRE SRR 2k
MRS, FFEATIIINE.
Theory:The article proposes a perspective on theory

development, emphasizing that theories should be able to explain

social or individual phenomena and have predictive power.

Dimension

PICHIAE RS What (A2 ) . How (2 ) . Why (P )
AN Who, Where, When ([RHIZ:) .

The dimensions of a theory include What (variables), How
(relationships), Why (rationale), and Who, Where, When (boundary

conditions).

Antecedent
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PRI K Fre (AT R A RS BT BRI IR N AN T B R I
ML

The antecedents of theory development include a deep
understanding of existing theories and observations of new

phenomena.

Mediator
PIGTE AR, SRS ISR eI 5 V)12 1 o

The theory serves as a mediator, connecting observed

phenomena with the logic that explains these phenomena.

Innovation and Contribution

SCRERIOIET 2 AT PR T —/ MR HHENE A RAES, 15
B DR 7R AR A S DTS o DTkR e Oy R ROt 1
WBFAR bR R EE

The innovation of the article lies in proposing a simplified
framework for theory development, making the communication and
understanding of theoretical contributions clearer. The contribution
is in providing clear standards and expectations for theory

development.

Future Research Directions

SCEE I BORR IO T RLIZ AR A e N 5E 5 B e A Jre (I AE SR
RS A AR AN L AR E T I

The article suggests that future research should continue to
develop and refine the framework for theory development, especially
in describing and enhancing these important scholarly activities.

(& BRI . David A. Whetten, What Constitutes a Theoretical Contribution? ( 1989 ).

Academy of Management Review)
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